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5. POSSIBLE PLAY BETWEEN THE INDIAN GIANT SQUIRREL 
(RATUFA INDICA INDICA) AND THE COMMON LANGUR 
(PRESBYTIS ENTELLUS) 


A behavioural sequence that may be inter- 
preted as play was observed between a juve- 
nile (one-year old) female Ratufa indica 
indica and a male Common Langur Presbytis 
entellus. This was recorded at the Yellapur 
Reserve Forest, North Kanara District, Karna- 
taka. 

At 2.16 p.m. on the 30th of March 1985, 
the female squirrel rested 2 feet from the male 
langur who was sitting erect apparently also 
resting in an Olea dioica tree. At 2.17 p.m. 
the squirrel moved about a foot further away 
and rested horizontally on the same branch. 
At 2.18 p.m., she approached the langur and 
then moved away to feed on the Olea fruit 
nearby. At 2.23 p.m. the langur approached 
the female and cuffed her gently on the head. 
She slid beneath the branch; then nearing the 
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langur appeared to initiate play by jerking 
her body. They indulged in a small chase in 
adjacent branches. The squirrel moved away 
and continued feeding while the langur adopt- 
ed the same resting posture as before. The 
whole sequence lasted for a minute. At 2.27 
p.m., the langur left the tree to join other 
members of the troop. There did not appear 
to be any aggression during the sequence. 
Neither of the participants vocalised during 
this interaction. 

Olea dioica (Oleaceac) is one of the com- 
monest middle storied tree in this forest and 
several individuals were fruiting profusely in 
the area at that time. Therefore it is unlikely 
that the sequence originated due to competi- 
tion for the fruit source. It seems possible 
that interspecific play did occur in this case. 
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6. AN INSTANCE OF PREDATION OF GREY QUAIL BY THE 
INDIAN GERBILLE 


The Indian Gerbille Tatera indica (Hard- 
wicke) is found throughout India and mostly 
inhabit dry and sandy soils. Its food consists 
mainly of grains, roots, leaves and grass. 
According to Prater (1971) it also eats in- 


sects and their grubs, the eggs and nestlings 
of ground birds and quite probably kills and 
eats smaller rodents. 

On 1 February, 1985, wonder traps were 
closed at about 1700 hr after three days of 
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